ee ee Oh eS 


— ee SS 


“eo 








Nump. DLL 





mean 


Carminibus venit. 


Sic Honor ¢o Nomen divinis vatibus atque 


Hor. 





-Tuefday, December 2. 1712. 





satliggemcees 


y 


w.SrecraroRn, |. 
is -{ HEN Ment’ | and excelling Ge- 
7 obliged the World with 

beautiful and inftru&tive Writings, it 

is in the Nature of Gratitude that 

Praife fhou’d be retarn’d them, as one proper con- 
{equent Reward of their Performances. Nor has 
Mankind ever been fo degenerately funk but they 
have made this Return, and even when they have 
not been wrought up by the generous Endeavour 
fo as to receive the Advantages defign’d by it. This 


‘Praife, which arifes firft in the Mouth of particular 


Perfons, fpreads and lafts according to the Merit of 
Authors ; and when itthus meets with a full Suc- 
cefs, changes its Denomination, and is called Fame. 
They who have happily arriv’d at this, are, even 
while they live, enflam’d by the Acknowledgments 
of others, and fpurr’d on to new Undertakings 
for the Benefit of Mankind, notwithftanding the 
Detraétion which fome abject Tempers wou'd cift 
upon them: But when they deceafe, their Charac- 
ters being freed from the Shadow which Envy laid 
them under, begin to fhine out with — Splen- 
dour; their Spirits furvive in their Works; they 
are admitted into the higheft Companies, and they 
continue pleafing and initructing Pofterity from Age 
to Age. Some of the beft gain a Character, by 
being able to fhew that they are no Strangers to 
them; and others obtain a new Warmth to labour 
forthe Happinefs and Eafe of Mankind, from a Re- 


‘ fle€tion upon thofe Honours which are paid to their 


Memories. 

The Thought of this took me up as I turn’d o- 
ver thofe Epigrams which are the Remains of fe- 
veral of the Wits of Greece, and perceiv’d man 
dedicated to the Fame of thofe who had excell’d 


‘in beautiful poetick Performances. “Wherefore, 


in Purfuance to my Thought, | concluded to do 
fomething along with them to bring their Praifes 
into a new Light and Language, for the Encoa- 
racement of thofe whofe modeit Tempers may be 
deterr’d by the Fear of Envy or Detraétion from 
fair Attempts to which their Parts might render 
them equal. You will perceive them as they fol- 
Jow to be conceiv’d in the Form of Epitaphs, a fort 
of Writing which is wholly fet apart fora fhort 
pointed Method of Praife. 


On Orpheus, written by Antipater. 
No longer, Orpheus, /aall thy facred Strains 
Lead Stones and Trees and Beafts along the Plains 5 
No longer footh the boiftrous Wind to Sleep, 
Or fiill the Billows of the raging Deep : 
For thou art gone, the Mafes mourn'd thy Fall 
In folenn Strains, thy Mother moft of ail. 
Y: Morta's, idly for your Sons ye moan, 
If thus a Goddef con'd not fave her own. 


Obferve here, that if we take the Fable for 
granted, as it was believ’d to be in that Age when 
the Epigram was written, the Turn appears to 


-have Piety to the Gods, and a refigning Spirit in 


its Application: But if we confider the Point with 
(Price Two-pence.) 
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Refpe& to our prefent Knowledge, it will be lefs 
efteem’d ; tho’ the Author himfelf, becaufe he be- 
liev’d it, may ftill be more valu’d than any one 
who fhou’d now write with a Point of the fame 
Nature. 


On Homer, by Alpheus of Mytilene, 
Still in our Ears Andromache complains, 
And frill in Sight the Fate of Troy remains, 
Still Ajax fights, frill HeRtor’s dragg’d along, 
Such ftrange Enchantment dwells in Homer’s Song ; 
Wi:ofe Birth coud more than one poor Realm adorn, 


For all the World is proud that he was born, 


The Thought in the firft Part of this is natural, 
and depending upon the Force of Poefy: In the 
latter Part it looks as if it wou’d aim at the Hiftory 
of feven Towns contending for the Honour of 
Hower’s Birth-place ; but when you expeét to meet 
with that common Story, the Poet flides by, and 
raifes the whole trld for a kind of rbiter, which 
is to end the Contention amongft its fevera\ Pasts. 


On Axacreon, by Antipater. 
This Tomb be thine, Anacreon 3 all around 
Let Ivy wreath, let Flowers deck the Ground, 
Aid from its Earth, enrich d by fuch a Prize, 
Let Wells of Milk and Streams of Wine arife : 
So will thine Afbes yet a Pleafure kucw, 


If any RQpafure reach the Shades below. 


The Poet here written upon is an eafy gay Au. 
thor; and he who writes upon him has fill’d his own 
Head with the Character of his Subje&t. He f{eems 
to love his Theme fo much, that he thinks of no- 
thing but pleafing him as if he were ftill alive by 
entring into his ihentioe Spirit ; fq that the Hu- 
mour is eafy and gay, refembling Anacreon in its 
Air, rais’d by fuch Images, and pointed with fuch 
a Turn as he might have us’d. I give it a Place 
here, becaufe the Author may have defign’d it for 
his Honour ; and I take an Opportunity from it to 
advife others, that when they wou’d praife, they 
cautioufly avoid every loofer Qualification, and fix 
only where there is a real Foundation in Merit. 


On Euripides, by Ion, 
Divine Euripides, this Tomb we fee 
So fair, is nor a Monument for thee 
So much 5 thou for it, fince all will own 
Thy Name and lafting Praife adorns the Stone, 


The Thought here is finé, but its Fault is that it 
is general, that it may belong to any great Man, 
becaufe it points out no particular Gharacter. It 
wou'd be sae if when we light upon fuch a 
Turn, we joyn it with fomething that circum{cribes 


. and bounds it to the Qualities of our Subject. He 


who gives his Praife ix grofs, will often appear ei- 
ther to have been a Stranger to thofe he writcs up- 
on, or not to have found any thing in them which 
is Praife-worthy. j 
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On Sophocles, by Simoncdes, 


Winde, gentle Ever-green, to form a Shade 
Around the Tomb where Sophocles # laid ; 
Sweet Ivy winde thy Boughs, and intertwine 
With blufoing Rofes and the cluftring Vine: 
Thus will thy lafting Leaves with Beauties hungy 
Prove grateful Emblems of the Lays he fung 5 
Whofe Soul, exalied like a God of Wit, 
Among the Mufes and the Graces writ. 


This Epigram I have open’d more than any of 
the former: The Thought towards the latter ind 
feem'd clofer couched, fo as to require an “xpli- 
cation. I fancy’d the Poet aim’d at the Picture 
which is generally made of pollo and the Malet 
he fitting with his Harp in the Middle, and they 
around him. This look’d beautiful tomy Thought, 
and becaufe the Image arofe before me out of the 
Words of the Original as I was reading it, I ven- 
ture to explain them fo. 


On Menander, the Author unnamed. | 


Phe very Bees, O fweet Menander, hung 

To tafte the Mufes Sprizg upon thy Tongue 5 
The very Graces made zhe Scenes you writ 
Their happy Posne of fine Exprefiion hit. 

Thus frill you live, you make your Athens fhine, 
And raife its Glory to the Skies in thine, 


This Epigram has a Refpet to the Character of 
its Subje&t 5; for Menander writ remarkably with a 
Juftnefs and Purity of Language. It has alfo told 
the Country he was born in, without either a fet 
or a hidden Manner, while it twifts together the 
Glory of the Poet and his Nation, fo as to make 
the Nation depend upon his for an Encreafe of 
its own. \ : 

I will offer no more Inftances at prefent to fhew 
that they who deferve Praife have it return’d them 
from different Ages, Let thefe which have been 
laid down fhew Men that Envy will not always 
prevail. And to the End that Writers may more 
{uccefsfully enliven the Endeavours of one ano. 
ther, let them confider, in fome fuch Manner as I 
have attempted, what may be the jufteft Spirit and 
Art of Praife. It is indeed very hard to come up 
toit. Our Praile is trifling when it depends upon 
Fable ; it is falfe when it dependsaypon wrong 
Qualifications ; it means nothing whth it is gene- 

ral ; it is extreamly difficult to hit when we pro- 
pofe to raife Charafters high, while we keep to 
them juftly. I fhall end this with tranfcribing 
that excellent Epitaph of Mr. Cowley, wherein, 
with a kind of grave and philofophick Humour, 
he very beautifully {peaks of himfelf, (withdrawn 
from the World, and dead to all the Interefts of 
it) as of a Man really deceafed. At the fame Time 
it is an Inftruction low to leave the Publick with 


a good Grace. 


Epitaphium Vivi Authoris. 
Hic, O Viator, fub Lave parvulo 
Couleius hic ef conditus, hic jacet 
Defunttus humani Laboris 
Sorte, fupervacuaque Vita, 
Nox Indecora pauperie nitens, 
Et now inerti Nobilis Otio, 
Vanoque d:letis ' popello 
Divitin animofus hoftis. 
Poffis ut illum dicere mortuum 
En Terra jam nuxc Quantula fufficie? 
Exempta fit Curis, Viator, 
Terra fit illa levis, precare. 
Hic fparge Flores, fparge breves Rofas, 
Num Vita gaudet Mortua Floribus, 
Herbifque Odoratis Corona 
Vatis adbuc Cinerem Calentem. 


_ Dear MY, SPECTAYOR, ‘seeing. : 
¢ J Am a Gentleman of a pretty good Fortuna, 

I * and of a Temper servetieat of any ching 
* which I think an Injury; however, 1 always 
* quarrell’d according to Law, and inftead of at. 





* tacking my Adverfary by the dangerous Method | 
Adfaults by = | 


© of Sword and Piftol, 1 made my 
* more fecure one of Writ.or Warrant. I cannet 
‘ help telling you, that, either by the Juftice of 
‘my Caufes, or the Superiority of my Counfel, 
* I have been generally -fuccefsful ; and, to m 
‘ great Satisfadtion 1 can fay -it, that by three 
* Actions of Slander, and half a Dozen Trefj affes, 
* I have for feveral Years enjoy’d-a perfec Tran. 
* quility in my Reputation and Eftate. By thefe 
* means alfo L-have been made known to the 
* Judges, the Serjeants of_our Circuit are my inti. 
* mate Friends, and the Ornamental Counfel pa 
‘ a very profound Refpeé& to one who has made 
* fo great a Figure in the Law. ‘Affairs of Confe. 
* quence — brought me’ to Town, I had the 
‘ Curiofity t’other Day to Vifit Weftminfter-Hall ; 
and having placed my felf in one of the’ Courts, 
expected to be ‘moft agreeably entertain’d, Af. 
ter the Court and Counfel were, with’ due Cere. 
mony, feated, up ftands a Learned Gentleman 
and began, When this Matter was laft ftirr’d be. 
fore your Lordfhip : The next humbly moved to 
quafa an Indiftment 5 another complain’d that his 
Adverfary had fnapp’d a Judgment ; the next in. 
form’d the Court that his Client was /tripp’d of 
his Poffefion ; another begg’d Leave to acquaint 
his Lordfhip, that they had been /addled with 
Cofts. At laft up got a grave Serjeant, and 
told us, his Client had been bung up a whole 
‘Term by a Writ of Error, At this I could bear 
it no longer, but came hither, and refolv’d to 
apply my felf to your Honour to interpofe with 
thefe Gentlemen, that they would leave off fuch 
low and unnatural Expreffions : For furely though 
the Lawyers fabtribe to hideous French and 
falfe Latin, yet they fhould let their Clients have 
a little decent and proper Ewgli/> for their Mo- 
ney. What Man that has a Value for a good 
Name would like to have it faid in a publick 
* Court, that Mr. fuch-a-one was ftripp’d, faddled, 
© or hung up? This being what has efcaped your 
‘ Speétatorial Obfervation, be pleafed to corre& 
¢ fuch an illiberal Cant among profefs’d Speakers, 
¢ and you'll infinitely oblige 
Joe’s Coffee-hau/:, Your humble Servant, 
Novemb. 28. 
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Never acted but thrice. 
By Her Majefty’s Company of Comedians. 
Ai the Theatre Royal in Drury-Lanes 


this prefent Tuefdiy, sing the 2d of December, will be 
Preferted a new Tragedy call’d The heroick Daughter. By Her Ma 
jefty’s Command no Pe: fons are to be admitted ind the Scenes. 


Never Perform’d but Thrice. 
At the Queen’s Theatre in the Hay- 


Market, to Morrow, being Wednefday, the 3d of December, 
will be prefented a new Opera cali'd, The Faithful Shepherd, 
Compofed by Mr. Hendel. The Parts tobe performed by Signior 
Cavalicro Valeriano Pellegrini, Signior Valentino Urbani, Signora 
Pilotti Schiavonetii, Signora Margaretta de L’Epine, Mrs. Barbier, 
and Mr. Leveridge. Boxes 8s. Pit ss. Gallery 28.6d, Boxts 
uponthe Stage Half a Guinea. To fbepin exa@ly at Six a Clock. 
No Perfon to ftand upon the Stage. 


AN Entertainment by Mr. CLINCH of 


BARNET, who imitates the Flute, Double Curtel, the 
Orpan with 3 Voices, the Horn, Huntfman and Pack of Hounds, t 
Sham-Do@or, the Old Woman, the Drunken-Man, the Bells: Alt 
In (trumenrs are performed by his natural Voice. To whichis added 
an Effex Song by Mr. Clinch himfelf. To be {een this prefent, Even- 
ing at 7 a Clock, at the Queen’s-Arms Tavern on Ludgate-Hill 


Price 1 
wt To be Sold by Retale, 
A Perfon that is leaving off Trade hath a Quan- 


tity of the beft Superfine Black Cloth that ever was made for Men 
and Women, made by the beft Makers ; and for the {pecdier (cling 
“it, will Sell it at 15 8. per Yard : Alfo Medly Cloth and Drabs 0 
all Sorts. At the Hand and Pen in Vine-Office-Court in Flectftrect 
Attendance will be given till all are fold. 
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